
 
  



A Sermon Workflow 
 

I work from an outline 
 

•  

 
• Explanation 
• Illustration 
• Application 

Exegesis 
 

• Grammatical 
• Discourse 

(where in context of bible, testament, book, pericope, sentence) 
• Syntax/Structure 

• Narrative 
•  

 
• Poem 
• Essay/Epistle 

• Lexical/Words 
• Semantic 

(considering genre, trope, implication, connotation) 
• Historical 

• Physical 
• Chronological 
• Worldview 

Rhetoric 
 

• Illustration 



• Identify and recount interesting narratives 
• universal 

• equilibrium 
• disruption 
• recognition 
• attempt to repair 
• new equilibrium 

• types 
• personal 
• 3rd person 
• biblical 

• Identify the idea to be illustrated 
• Identify (pick/create) one point of connection between the illustration and 

the idea 
• Develop a sense of vocabulary supporting both the illustration and the idea 
• Deliver the illustration and application 

• explain the text 
• tell the illustrative story 

• no transition needed 
• restate the idea of the text or the application 
• blend the vocabulary of the illustration with the vocabulary of the idea 

of the text into the application 
• Application 

• propositional 
• conative 
• emotive 

What I Try to Avoid 
 

• non-intrinsic allegory 
• relying on my authority rather than an explicable message in the text 

Questions I Try to As Myself at the End 
 

• Why would a listener want to hear this? 
• What difference will it make to a listener? 
• Did I cover everything in the text? 
• Is everything I'm covering in the text? 
• Are my points distinct? 
• Does each point have a clear purpose (does each point help toward the main point)? 
• Are my illustrations varied (or unified)? 
• Can I preach it in the allotted time? 


